
 
 

Read the Chinese story and answer the following questions.  
 
Whole-hearted Devotion  
 
1. Once upon a time, there was a famous chess player named Yi Qiu. He was highly respected 
by people because of his superb chess skills in weiqi.    
  
2. Many people wanted to become Yi Qiu’s students because of his brilliant skills. Once he 
was teaching two students the same skills in a class. One of the students listened to his words 
very carefully and had full concentration in class. The other student, who appeared to be 
listening, was in fact daydreaming. When he attended Yi Qiu’s class, he always looked at the 
fields outside the windows, and dreamed of shooting and catching wild geese which were flying 
in the sky. “If I have a bow and some arrows, I will shoot the wild geese and cook them. How 
wonderful!” thought the absent-minded student.  
 
3. After a few months, Yi Qiu asked his two students to play a game of weiqi in order to see 
how well they learnt. In the first few rounds, the absent-minded student was in a leading 
position. However, he lost in the last few rounds because of his poor chess skills. On the other 
hand, the attentive student gradually fought back in a calm and thoughtful manner.  
  
4. When Yi Qiu saw it, he advised the lazy student and said, “You need to practise hard and 
concentrate if you want to master the skills well.” Although the two students studied together 
and were taught by Yi Qiu at the same time, the dedicated student finally became a well-known 
chess master. Luckily, the absent-minded student learnt a lesson and was regretful. From then 
onwards, he tried very hard to improve his learning attitude.  

 

  


